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TO ALL DI PLOVATI C AND CONSULAR POSTS PRIORITY
Cl'S COLLECTI VE PRIORITY

SPECI AL EMBASSY PROGRAM

AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM

AVEMBASSY KABUL
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AMEMBASSY ABI DJAN
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Al DAC PASS TO USAI D/ DI RECTORS/ REPS;

E.O 12958: N A

TAGS:

SUBJECT: USAI Y DCHA OFFI CE OF U.S. FOREI GN DI SASTER ASSI STANCE' S
GUI DANCE FOR DI SASTER PLANNI NG AND RESPONSE - FY 2003

AVEMBASSY AMBS, AND M SSI ON DI SASTER RELI EF OFFI CERS,
JAKARTA PASS TO DI LI

REF: (A) STATE 198828 ( NOVEMBER 16, 2001); B) ADS 251

1. SUMVARY: THI S CABLE PROVI DES GENERAL GUI DANCE TO ALL POSTS
CONCERNI NG SUPPORT FROM USAID S OFFI CE OF U. S. FORElI GN DI SASTER
ASS| STANCE W THI N THE BUREAU FOR DEMOCRACY, CONFLICT, AND

HUMANI TARI AN ASSI STANCE ( DCHAY OFDA) BEFORE, DURI NG, AND AFTER THE
OCCURRENCE OF NATURAL AND MAN- MADE DI SASTERS I N FI SCAL YEAR (FY)
2003. TH S CABLE W LL BE SUPPLEMENTED BY MORE DETAI LED

GUI DANCE TO BE PROVI DED TO M SSI ON DI SASTER RELI EF OFFI CERS
(MDROS). THI'S CABLE HAS ALSO BEEN CLEARED BY THE STATE
DEPARTMENT' S M P (SEP). END SUMVARY.

UNCLASSI FI ED
UNCLASSI FI ED

PAGE 03 STATE 206910 2118397

2. DCHA/ OFDA |'S RESPONSI BLE FOR PROVI DI NG | NTERNATI ONAL DI SASTER
ASSI STANCE AND COCRDI NATI NG THE U. S. GOVERNMENT (USG RESPONSE TO
DECLARED DI SASTERS | N FOREI GN COUNTRI ES. DCHA/ OFDA'S M SSION | S
TO M NIM ZE AND WHERE PCSSI BLE, PREVENT LCSS OF LI FE, HUMAN
SUFFERI NG AND DAMAGE TO ECONOM C ASSETS | N DI SASTER- AFFECTED
CQOUNTRI ES.



3. THE MDRO THE M SSI ON DI SASTER RELI EF OFFI CER (MDRO) | S THE
DESI GNATED OFFI CI AL | N EACH U. S. EMBASSY OR USAI D M SSI ON
RESPONSI BLE FOR COORDI NATI NG THE POST' S DI SASTER RESPONSE
EFFORTS. THE MDRO IS RESPONSI BLE FOR PREPARI NG AND NAI NTAI NI NG
THE M SSI ON DI SASTER RELI EF PLAN (MDRP) AND ENSURES THAT

M SSI ON PERSONNEL ARE FAM LI AR WTH I TS CONTENTS; LI Al SI NG W TH
GOVERNMENT DI SASTER AUTHORI TI ES ON AN ONGOI NG BASI S TO ENSURE
FAM LI ARI TY W TH DI SASTER RI SKS AND ORGANI ZATI ONAL RESPONSE
CAPACI Tl ES/ ARRANGEMENTS; SERVI NG AS THE CHI EF OPERATI NG OFFI CER
FOR THE POST' S EMERGENCY ACTI ON COW TTEE (EAC) DURI NG ALL PHASES
OF THE DI SASTER;, AND ACTI NG AS THE POST' S COORDI NATOR OF

USG DI SASTER RELI EF OPERATI ONS | N- COUNTRY. ONCE A DI SASTER
OCCURS, THE MDRO SHOULD CONTACT ONE OF DCHA/ OFDA' S REGQ ONAL

OFFI CES I N THE FI ELD OR STAFF I N WASHI NGTON ( SEE PARAS 7-10) TO
PROVI DE ADVANCE WARNI NG AND TO SEEK ADDI TI ONAL GUI DANCE.

4. CRITERI A FOR DECLARI NG A DI SASTER: DCHA/ OFDA CAN ONLY

PROVI DE ASSI STANCE BASED ON A FULLY JUSTI FI ED DI SASTER

DECLARATI ON CABLE FROM THE U. S. AMBASSADOR ANDY CR CHI EF OF

M SSION (COM. (FOR COUNTRIES W THOUT AN OFFI CI AL U. S.
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DI PLOVATI C PRESENCE, THE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE
APPRCPRI ATE REG ON MAY DECLARE A DI SASTER VI A A MEMORANDUM FROM
THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO USAI DY DCHA/ OFDA.) TO DECLARE A DI SASTER
AND REQUEST ASSI STANCE FROM DCHA/ OFDA, | T MJST BE DEMONSTRATED
THAT THREE CRI TERI A HAVE BEEN SATI SFI ED: 1) THE DI SASTER | S
BEYOND THE ABILITY OF THE HOST GOVERNMENT TO RESPOND; 2) THE HOST
GOVERNMENT HAS SPECI FI CALLY REQUESTED OR | NDI CATED I T W LL ACCEPT
USG ASSI STANCE; AND 3) A DI SASTER RESPONSE IS I N THE | NTEREST OF
THE USG. OF PARTI CULAR | MPORTANCE | S A FACTUAL DESCRI PTI ON CF
THE MAGNI TUDE OF THE DI SASTER AND WHY I T IS BEYOND THE ABILITY OF
THE HOST GOVERNMENT TO RESPOND. THI S REQUI RES | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG THE RESPONSE CAPACI TY OF THE HOST GOVERNMENT; THE

ESTI MATED TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE AFFECTED, | NCLUDI NG Kl LLED,

I NJURED, AND/ OR DI SPLACED/ HOMVELESS; GEOGRAPHI C LOCATI ON ANDY OR
SCOPE OF THE DI SASTER, DAMAGE TO | NFRASTRUCTURE, CROPS, AND

LI VESTOCK; OTHER DONOR EFFORTS/ CONTRI BUTI ONS; AND NEEDS
ASSESSMENT | NFORMATI ON THAT |'S AVAI LABLE. THE DI SASTER

DECLARATI ON CABLE SHOULD BE PREPARED | N CONSULTATI ON W TH

DCHA/ OFDA' S REG ONAL OR WASHI NGTON OFFI CE. A PROVPT RESPONSE BY
DCHA/ OFDA W LL BE FACI LI TATED BY A DI SASTER DECLARATI ON CABLE
THAT CLEARLY DESCRI BES THE SCOPE AND SCALE OF THE DI SASTER AS
WELL AS SATI SFYI NG THE ESTABLI SHED CRI TERI A

5. DI SASTER ASSI STANCE REQUEST: I N THE DI SASTER DECLARATI ON
CABLE, THE U. S. AMBASSADOR OR COM CAN REQUEST UP TO USD 50, 000
FOR | MVEDI ATE DI SASTER RELI EF FROM DCHA/ OFDA. THE CABLE MJST
PROVI DE A CLEAR DESCRI PTI ON OF HOW THESE FUNDS W LL BE USED, AND
THROUGH WHAT ORGANI ZATI ON THE FUNDS W LL BE CHANNELED.
DCHA/ OFDA' S REG ONAL AND/ OR WASHI NGTON OFFI CE W LL COORDI NATE
W TH THE MDRO TO DETERM NE THE APPROPRI ATE RESPONSE. DCHA/ OFDA
FUNDS ARE TO BE USED FCR | MVEDI ATE DI SASTER RELI EF OR
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REHABI LI TATI ON, NOT FOR LONG TERM RECONSTRUCTI ON.

6. DCHA/ OFDA RESPONSE OPTIONS: | N ADDI TI ON TO RELEASI NG UP TO
USD 50, 000 OF DI SASTER ASSI STANCE FUNDS, DCHA/ OFDA HAS SEVERAL
ADDI TI ONAL CPTI ONS FOR PROVI DI NG DI SASTER ASSI STANCE, | NCLUDI NG
DEPLOYMENT OF A USAI DY OFDA REG ONAL ADVI SOR, AN ASSESSMENT TEAM
OR A DI SASTER ASSI STANCE RESPONSE TEAM ( DART); PROVI SI ON OF

RELI EF COVMODI TI ES FROM DCHA/ OFDA STOCKPI LES; DI SASTER FUNDI NG OF
NGO, AND UNI TED NATI ONS PROPGCSALS BY PROVI DING A FUND CI TE TO
POST OR PROVI DI NG THE FUNDS DI RECTLY TO THE ORGANI ZATI ON FROM
DCHA/ OFDA/ WASHI NGTON.  DCHA/ OFDA CAN SUPPORT A W DE RANCE OF
HUMANI TARI AN ACTI VI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG TECHNI CAL ASS| STANCE.

DCHA/ OFDA ALSO MAI NTAINS A M LI TARY LIAISON UNIT (M.U) TO

FACI LI TATE CI VI LI AN-M LI TARY ACTI VI TI ES THROUGH COLLABCRATI VE
PLANNI NG, OPERATI ONS, AND TRAI NI NG  DCHA/ OFDA MAY UTI LI ZE A
COMBI NATI ON OF THESE CPTIONS, OR I T MAY DETERM NE THAT

DCHA/ OFDA' S ASSI STANCE |'S NOT APPROPRI ATE OR NEEDED.

7. LATIN AMERI CA AND THE CARI BBEAN: MR PAUL BELL IS

DCHA/ OFDA' S SENI OR REG ONAL ADVI SOR FOR LATI N AMERI CA AND THE
CARI BBEAN (LAC), LOCATED I N SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA. MR BELL AND
H' S REG ONAL ADVI SCRS CAN BE REACHED AT 506- 296- 3554. AN

ADDI TI ONAL LAC REG ONAL ADVI SOR, Ms. JULIE LEONARD | S BASED I N
BRI DGETOWN, BARBADCS AND MAY BE REACHED AT 246-228- 8584.

8. ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. MR TOM DOLAN | S DCHA/ OFDA' S ASI A AND
PACI FI C SENI OR REG ONAL ADVI SOR I N MANI LA, PHILIPPINES. MR
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DOLAN AND HI S REG ONAL ADVI SOR CAN BE REACHED AT 63-2-552-
9800/ 552- 9900 EXT. 9884. AN ADDI TI ONAL ASI A AND THE PACI FI C
REG ONAL ADVI SCR, MR W LLI AM BERGER, |'S BASED I N KATHVANDU,
NEPAL, AND CAN BE REACHED AT 977-1-270-144.

9. AFRICA' MR PETER RILEY IS DCHA/ OFDA' S SENI OR REG ONAL
ADVI SOR FOR EAST, CENTRAL, AND SOUTHERN AFRI CA AND | S BASED I N
NAI ROBI, KENYA. MR RILEY AND H' S REG ONAL ADVI SORS CAN BE
REACHED AT 254-2-862-920.

10. DCHA/ OFDA/ WASHI NGTON: ALL REQUESTS FCR FUNDS, Sl TUATI ON
REPORTS, AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON, AS WELL AS REQUESTS BY THOSE
POSTS NOT COVERED BY ONE OF THE REG ONAL OFFI CES SHOULD BE

DI RECTED TO THE RESPONSE TEAM LEADER, M CHAEL MARX, OR

APPROPRI ATE DCHA/ OFDA WASHI NGTON- BASED REG ONAL COCORDI NATCR. MR
MARX CAN BE REACHED AT 202-712-0853. M SSI ONS/ EMBASSI ES ALSO NAY
CALL DCHA/ OFDA AT 202-712-0400 DURI NG DAYTI ME HOURS (0800-1700
HOURS LOCAL TIME) I N WASHI NGTON, D.C. AFTER BUSI NESS HOURS,
EVENI NGS, WEEKENDS, AND HOLI DAYS, THE DCHA/ OFDA DUTY COFFI CER CAN
BE CONTACTED BY CALLI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT' S OPERATI ONS CENTER
AT 202-647-1512. DCHA/ OFDA' S FAX NUMBERS ARE: 202-216- 3706/ 3707.



11. M N M ZE CONSI DERED.
PONELL
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